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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A system for programming a remote control, comprising: 

5 a readable media having electrical contacts for allowing the readable media to be 

releasably connected to the remote control, the readable media having stored thereon 
code data where the remote control is adapted to read the code data from the readable 
media and thereafter use the code data in connection with commanding a first home 
appliance to perform an operation and wherein the readable media is limited to being read 
10 by the remote control a predetermined number of times. 

2. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the code data functions to add codes to the 
remote control for use in connection with commanding a second home appliance to 
perform an operation. 

15 

3. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the code data functions to allow remote 
control access to a limited-access program presented on the first home appliance. 

4. The system as recited in claim 3, wherein the code data functions to allow timed 
20 access to the limited-access program presented on the first home appliance. 
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5. The system as recited in claim 3, wherein the code data functions to allow a 
predetermined number of accesses to the limited-access program presented on the first 
home appliance. 

5 

6. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the code data functions to add a code to the 
remote control for use in commanding the first home appliance to perform a 
predetermined operation not otherwise commandable via the remote control. 

10 7. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the code data functions to enable access to a 
code stored within the remote control for use in commanding the first home appliance to 
perform a predetermined operation. 

8. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the code data functions to associate 

1 5 command codes with buttons of the remote control whereby activation of one of the 

buttons commands the first home appliance to access a specific program presented on the 
first home appliance. 

9. The system as recited in claim 8, wherein the code data comprises data representative 
20 of a channel line-up of a broadcast service provider. 

10. The system as recited in claim 9, wherein the code data comprises data representative 
of a change to a channel line-up of a broadcast service provider. 
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1 1 . A system for programming a remote control having a direct channel access button, 
comprising: 

a readable media storing code data and having electrical contacts for allowing the 
5 readable media to be releasably connected to the remote control wherein the code data is 
read from the readable media, via the electrical contacts, upon activation of the direct 
channel access button and used to command a home appliance to tune to a specific 
channel in a channel line-up of a broadcast service provider. 

10 12. The system as recited in claim 11, wherein the code data comprises data 
representative of the channel line-up for the broadcast service provider. 

13. The system as recited in claim 11, wherein the code data comprises data 
representative of a change to the channel line-up for the broadcast service provider. 

15 

14. The system as recited in claim 11, wherein code data further comprises access data 
for allowing the remote control to be used to access limited-access programming in the 
channel line-up of the broadcast service provider. 

20 15. The system as recited in claim 14, wherein the access data comprises data 
representative of an access code. 
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16. The system as recited in claim 15, wherein the data representative of the access code 
is transmittable from the remote control a predetermined number of times. 

5 17. The system as recited in claim 14, wherein the access data is representative of a 
credit amount. 

18. A system for programming a remote control having a button activatable to transmit a 
signal to a home appliance to signify a request to view limited-access programming in a 

10 channel line-up of a broadcast service provider, comprising: 

a readable media storing code data representative of a credit amount and having 
electrical contacts for allowing the readable media to be releasably connected to the 
remote control wherein the code data is read from the readable media, via the electrical 
contacts, upon activation of the button and transmission of the signal to the home 

15 appliance is limited as a function of the credit amount. 

19. The system as recited in claim 18, wherein the remote control functions to debit the 
credit amount stored on the readable media in connection with transmission of the signal 
to the home appliance. 
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